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Leadership at the helm.
Navigating for success.

T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S

BOAT SHOW GIVES BACK GRANT

PALM BEACH MODERN + CONTEMPORARY
ART FAIR
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BOAT SHOW GRANTS
SUPPORT LOCAL NONPROFITS’

MARINE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS
PBIBS Gives Back Program celebrates $1 million in donations in two years.

By Rob Lucarelli

Palm Beach International Boat Show Gives Back, the Palm Beach International Boat 
Show’s official grant program, awarded $500,000 across 29 local nonprofit 
organizations for the program’s second year, bringing the two-year total to $1 
million. 

A collaboration between the Marine Industries Association of Palm Beach County 
(MIAPBC), the owner of the Palm Beach International Boat Show (PBIBS), and 
Informa, the show’s producer, Palm Beach International Boat Show Gives Back 
supports environmental and marine education programs, as well as waterfront 
projects in Palm Beach County that serve residents and visitors. This includes 
educational activities, curriculum development, field trips, outreach, in-house 
programs, and cultural events. 

“Through Palm Beach International Boat Show Gives Back, we’re fostering marine 
education and environmental stewardship by supporting the nonprofits that make 
a difference in our community,” said Alyssa Freeman, executive director of the 
MIAPBC. “This grant strengthens our commitment to preserving the environment, 
supporting programs that educate future generations, and, ultimately, grow and 
support our marine industry.” 

Proceeds from the annual Palm Beach International Boat Show, including ticket 
sales, optional add-on donations, and other boat show-related endeavors, help 
fund Palm Beach International Boat Show Gives Back. PBIBS has a 44-year history of 
major economic impact on the region. Both residents and visitors to South Florida 
consider it one of a handful of must-attend, major boating events in the world. 

“The Palm Beach International Boat Show not only bolsters the economy but also 
supports philanthropic efforts that strengthen and sustain the local community, 
demonstrating how prosperity and generosity go hand in hand,” said Rena Blades, 
director of community and government affairs for the boat show. 

“We encourage visitors to add donations to their Palm Beach International Boat 
Show ticket purchases,” said Blades. “We hope to double the dollar amount in 
grants we distribute to help fund many more impactful marine educational 
opportunities throughout Palm Beach County.”

Here are just a few examples of community programs that will benefit from the support of 
the Palm Beach International Boat Show Gives Back program in 2025.

Expanding Coral Conservation in Palm Beach County

Leneita Fix has a nursery where she cares for more than 17,000 babies – coral babies. As the 
executive director and CEO of The Reef Institute, she is looking forward to cradling more 
than 500,000 coral babies after the organization completes its move to a location over 
seven times larger than its current digs in the Northwood neighborhood of West Palm 
Beach. 

“We are moving from a 3,000-square-foot storefront to a 23,000-square-foot warehouse 
space,” said Fix. “The generous grant we’ve received from the Palm Beach International 
Boat Show Gives Back program is helping us complete the move by July. We’re honored that 
they’re willing to back our plans.”

Simply put, The Reef Institute’s vision is to save the ocean through the collaborative 
restoration of reef-building coral. A marine animal, coral is not only important to ocean 
habitat and the marine species that live in and around them, but also plays an important 
role in Florida’s economy.  

The Reef Institute focuses on biobanking corals on land in large aquariums. Getting the 
corals to reproduce is the next goal. Successfully produced larvae live in cradle aquariums 
that mimic the environment of the Florida ocean. After eight or nine months, the Institute 
moves juvenile corals into regular system aquariums. Next, the corals are ready for 
outplanting, where they are restored to the ocean to help rebuild vital reef ecosystems.
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“We are dedicated to rebuilding the reef, beginning in Palm Beach County, extending throughout 
Florida, and collaborating across the Caribbean,” said Fix.

Inspiring Young Women to Choose Maritime Education and Careers

The Girl Scouts of Southeast Florida serves approximately 7,000 girls, including more than 2,200 in Palm 
Beach County. Funding from Palm Beach International Boat Show Gives Back will continue to enhance 
and expand the Girl Scouts’ programming in Palm Beach County, focusing on maritime education and 
careers, as well as environmental stewardship. Kathy Benson, grants manager for the Girl Scouts of 
Southeast Florida, notes that these programs align seamlessly with the organization’s Outdoor Pillar, 
one of four pillars that form the Girl Scout Leadership Experience.

“Because the ocean is a big part of how we live in Palm Beach County, we wish to expose girls to what’s 
out there,” said Benson. “Through maritime education, our hope is to inspire girls’ passion for the 
environment, and to seriously consider careers in the region’s thriving maritime industry.”

Specifically, Girl Scouts at Sea is an innovative program that introduces girls to diverse career opportuni-
ties within the industry – from hospitality to marine biology and engineering. Funding this year will 
expand the program to include an immersive experience for sixth through 12th-grade girls with profes-
sionals from Margaritaville Cruise Lines.  

A collaboration with The Reef Institute has girls getting more granular. “They’ll learn about coral reef 
conservation,” said Benson. “They’ll have the chance to contribute to vital environmental research and 
learn about the importance of reef ecosystems to the environment.” 

Benson added that the grant is poised to make a significant impact on the lives of Girl Scouts in Palm 
Beach County. “This grant will help us inspire a generation of young women who are informed and 
engaged and contribute positively to their communities and the world at large.”

Ballet Palm Beach Brings Book About Sea Turtles to Life 

Colleen Smith, Ballet Palm Beach’s founding artistic and executive director, believes performances in 
nontraditional locations are powerful. “We’ve danced in downtown West Palm, in subway stations, all 
kinds of places,” said Smith. “It’s a great way to bring art directly to people going about their day. People 
stop and pay attention to dancers. They’re intrigued by the movement.”

With this in mind, Smith decided to create an original piece that will bring attention to the critical need 
for education around saving and protecting sea turtles. The work will be based on the children’s book, 
I’ll Follow the Moon, by Stephanie Lisa Tara, which chronicles a baby sea turtle’s journey from its 
hatching to its first swim out to sea. Performances will take place in waterfront locations.

“My grandchildren love to read, so children’s books are on my radar,” said Smith.

In addition to shining a light on sea turtles, Smith said the piece will also celebrate the beautiful natural 
resource we have in our ocean waterfront. “We’re planning waterfront performances for the fall of 2025 
when season is underway and downtown West Palm is bustling with activity.”

“I’m excited to bring this piece to life, and grateful for the support of the grant.”

Cultivating Future Scientists, Engineers

Connections Education Center of the Palm Beaches, Inc. is a West Palm Beach-based nonprofit that 
delivers high-quality, specialized instruction to students with autism in Palm Beach County.

The organization will use its grant from the Palm Beach International Boat Show Gives Back program to 
fund Full STEAM Ahead, a community-based instruction initiative to foster students’ interest in 
environmental and water-based activities. “STEAM stands for science, technology, engineering, art, and 
math,” said Debra Johnson, executive director of Connections Education Center of the Palm Beaches. 
“About 125 students will have access to research-based and community-based, hands-on instruction.”

In addition to local excursions to Loggerhead Marinelife Center and Manatee Lagoon, funding will help 
elementary and high school-aged students experience animal-based therapy programs offered by 
Island Dolphin Care in Key Largo. “They will literally be swimming with the dolphins, as well as learning 
the value of marine animals and their environment,” said Johnson. As a Title 1 school, 83 percent of 
Connections Education Center’s students’ families live below the poverty line. “These students wouldn’t 
normally have this kind of experience. That’s why we’re extremely thrilled and grateful to receive this 
grant.”

“We’ve never done a community-based, science-themed program before. Students with autism typically 
excel at scientific careers because they tend to be very rules based, hands-on, and logical,” notes 
Johnson. “Our goal is to get the students involved as young as possible. Who knows, we could be 
producing some future scientists or engineers.”

“We encourage visitors to add donations to their Palm Beach International Boat Show ticket 
purchases,” said Blades. “We hope to double the dollar amount in grants we distribute to help fund 
many more impactful marine educational opportunities throughout Palm Beach County.”

The 2025 Palm Beach 
International Boat Show Gives 
Back grant recipients are: 

• Andrew “Red” Harris 
Foundation

• ANGARI Foundation
• Ballet Palm Beach 

CareerSource Palm Beach 
County

• Center for Creative Education
• Connections Education Center 

of the Palm Beaches, Inc.
• Cox Science Center and 

Aquarium
• Delray Beach Public Library
• Florida Atlantic University 

Foundation
• Florida Fishing Academy
• Friends of MacArthur Beach 

State Park
• Friends of Manatee Lagoon
• Girl Scouts of Southeast Florida
• Inlet Grove Community High 

School
• Inwater Research Group Inc.
• Junior Achievement of the Palm 

Beaches & Treasure Coast
• LagoonKeepers
• Loggerhead Marinelife Center
• Pace Center for Girls
• Palm Beach State College 

Foundation
• Partnership for Environmental 

Education 
• Sandoway Discovery Center
• Sea Turtle Adventures
• Shifting Gears United, Inc. 
• Talented Teen Club
• The Coastal Stewards
• The Reef Institute
• Thresher Aquatics, Inc.
• Wahine Warriors
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Palm Beach Modern + Contemporary (PBM+C), presented by Art Miami, returns for its eighth 
edition opening with an exclusive invitation-only VIP Preview benefiting the Ann Norton Sculpture 
Gardens on Thursday, March 20 and running through Sunday, March 23, 2025 at the Palm Beach 
County Convention Center.

South Florida’s premier and most prestigious winter art fair, PBM+C presents world class investment 
quality art from an internationally acclaimed group of 70 galleries showcasing works at the forefront 
of the international contemporary, modern, classical modern, post-war and pop eras.

THE MOST IMPORTANT INTERNATIONAL MODERN 
+ CONTEMPORARY ART FAIR OF THE PALM BEACH SEASON

FAIR HOURS
Thursday, March 20, 2025
VIP Preview   5pm - 9pm
Access for PBM+C VIP Passholders & Press

GENERAL ADMISSION
Friday, March 21  11am - 7pm
Saturday, March 22  11am - 7pm
Sunday, March 23  11am - 6pm

MARCH 20-23, 2025 | VIP PREVIEW MARCH 20
P A L M  B E A C H  C O U N T Y  C O N V E N T I O N  C E N T E R

WWW.ARTPBFAIR.COM

OFFICIAL JEWELER VIP PREVIEW BENEFICIARY
OFFICIAL CULTURAL PARTNER

PALM BEACH INTERNATIONAL BOAT SHOW WINDWARD VIP’S 
RECEIVE COMPLIMENTARY ONE DAY ADMISSION
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IN WATER

1 Ocean Yachts .......................................................................... Ramp A 
26 North Yachts ...........................................................................Ramp 8 
AB Yachts - Maiora ......................................................................Ramp 2 
AB Yachts - Maiora ..........................................................Superyacht Villa
Abeking & Rasmussen ..................................................................Ramp B 
Absolute Yachts - OneWater Yacht Group ......................................Ramp 7 
Aicon Yachts ................................................................................Ramp 6 
Albemarle Boats ..........................................................................Ramp 8 
Allied Marine ...............................................................................Ramp 5 
American Marine Performance....................................................Ramp 10 
Anvera USA ...............................................................................Ramp 10 
Aquila - MarineMax .....................................................................Ramp 6 
Aspire Yacht Sales ....................................................................... Ramp D 
Atlantic Yacht & Ship, Inc. ....................................................... Ramps 2, 3
Aviara - MarineMax .....................................................................Ramp 6 
Azimut Yachts ..............................................................................Ramp 4 
Azimut Yachts ..............................................................................Ramp B 
Azimut Yachts ............................................................................. Ramp C  
Back Cove Yachts .........................................................................Ramp 8 
Baglietto ..................................................................................... Ramp C  
Barker Boatworks .......................................................................Ramp 10 
Benetti .........................................................................................Ramp 2 
Bertram .......................................................................................Ramp 5 
Blackfin Boats ..............................................................................Ramp 9 
Blue Island Yachts ....................................................................... Ramp D 
Bluewater Yacht Sales .................................................................. Ramp D 
BOAT International Media ................................................Superyacht Villa
Boston Whaler - MarineMax .........................................................Ramp 6 
BR Marine Group ........................................................................ Ramp C  
Buddy Davis ..............................................................................Ramp 10 
Burger Boat Company ......................................................Superyacht Villa
Burgess .......................................................................................Ramp E 
BYS International .........................................................................Ramp B 
C.NicklausStarling .......................................................................Ramp 3 
Camper & Nicholsons ............................................................ Ramps C, E
Canados Yachts ...........................................................................Ramp 7 
Capelli ......................................................................................Ramp 10 
Carrazza Jewelers ........................................................................Ramp 6 
Casino Royale .............................................................................Ramp E 
Cay Marine Group .......................................................................Ramp 8 
Chaparal/Robalo Boats by South Florida Yachts ..........................Ramp 11 
Chris Craft - OneWater Yacht Group ............................................Ramp 7 
CL Yachts-Cheoy Lee....................................................................Ramp 3 
Colnago Yachts .......................................................................... Ramp A 
Conch Boats ..............................................................................Ramp 10 
Cruisers Yachts ............................................................................Ramp 5 
Damen Yachting ..............................................................Superyacht Villa
De Antonio - Marine Connection ..................................................Ramp 6 
Deep Impact Boats .....................................................................Ramp 12 
Delta Powerboats Americas ..........................................................Ramp 6 
Denison Yachting ............................................................... Ramps B, 5, 6
DiMillos’s Yacht Sales .................................................................. Ramp A 
DTY Yacht Transport & Sevenstar .......................................Superyacht Villa
East Coast Yacht Sales ..................................................................Ramp B 
Edmiston .............................................................................. Ramps C, D
Explorer Yacht 62 .........................................................................Ramp 6 
Fairline Yachts - Nautical Ventures ................................................Ramp 3 
Feadship .................................................................................... Ramp C  
Ferretti Group ..............................................................................Ramp 4 
FGI Yacht Group ......................................................................... Ramp D 
Fiart Mare by YachtCreators .......................................................Ramp 10 
Fjord Boats ................................................................................Ramp 10 
FJORD, Greenline Yachts ..............................................................Ramp 9 
Fleming Yachts/Burr Yacht Sales Inc. .............................................Ramp 8 
Formula Boats ...........................................................................Ramp 10 
Fortune Yacht ...............................................................................Ramp 4 
Fraser Yachts ...............................................................................Ramp 2 
Frauscher America .....................................................................Ramp 11 
Freeman....................................................................................Ramp 10 
Front Runner Boats .....................................................................Ramp 10 
Galati Yacht Sales ........................................................................Ramp 2 

Galeon - MarineMax ....................................................................Ramp 6 
Gilman Yachts of Ft. Lauderdale, Inc. ............................................Ramp 7 
Grady White Boats by Mariner Marine ........................................Ramp 10 
Grand Banks Yachts .....................................................................Ramp 8 
Greenline Yachts ..........................................................................Ramp 9 
Gulf Craft Group ........................................................................ Ramp C  
Gulf Crosser Yachts ......................................................................Ramp 6 
Hammer Yachts .........................................................................Ramp 10 
Hanover Yachts  .........................................................................Ramp 11 
Hargrave Yachts Brokerage & Charter, Inc. ................................... Ramp C  
HCB Yachts ..................................................................................Ramp 7 
Heesen Yachts .............................................................................Ramp E 
High Seas Yachting ......................................................................Ramp B 
Hinckley ......................................................................................Ramp E 
HMY Yacht Sales ............................................................Ramps C, 2, 3, 4
Horizon Power Catamarans ..........................................................Ramp 2 
Horizon Yachts .............................................................................Ramp 2 
Hussar Yachts ............................................................................Ramp 12 
Iconic Yacht Group.......................................................................Ramp 9 
Intermarine..................................................................................Ramp 9 
Intrepid Powerboats .....................................................................Ramp 7 
Italian Yacht Group ..................................................................... Ramp D 
IYC The International Yacht Company ...........................................Ramp E 
J-Craft Boats AB ..........................................................................Ramp E 
Jefferson Beach Yacht Sales ..........................................................Ramp B 
Jupiter Marine .............................................................................Ramp 8 
Kitson Yachts .............................................................................. Ramp C  
Krogen Express Yachts LLC ...........................................................Ramp 8 
Lancia Aprea .............................................................................Ramp 11 
Leapher Yachts ................................................................Superyacht Villa
LEKKER Boats ...............................................................................Ramp 5 
Leopard Catamarans / The Moorings .........................................Ramp 10 
Life Proof Boats ..........................................................................Ramp 10 
Luke Brown Yachts .......................................................................Ramp 8 
Lürssen ........................................................................................Ramp B 
MacGregor Outboard Division ...................................................Ramp 11 
MacGregor Yachts Inc. .................................................................Ramp 7 
Mag Bay Yachts ...........................................................................Ramp 9 
Mangusta Yachts - Overmarine .....................................................Ramp E 
MarineMax Brokerage ..................................................................Ramp B 
Maritimo .....................................................................................Ramp 6 
Marlow Yachts .............................................................................Ramp 8 
Merle Wood & Associates ............................................................ Ramp D 
Midnight Express Powerboats ......................................................Ramp 10 
Miles Yacht Group ...................................................................... Ramp C  
MJM Yachts .................................................................................Ramp 8 
Monterey Boats ............................................................................Ramp 9 
Moran Yacht & Ship .....................................................................Ramp 3 
Moravia Yachting .........................................................................Ramp E 
Morley Yachts ..............................................................................Ramp B 
Mulder Shipyard ..............................................................Superyacht Villa
Mulder USA ................................................................................ Ramp C  
My Yacht Co ................................................................................Ramp B 
Mystic Powerboats ......................................................................Ramp 10 
Mystique Boatworks ...................................................................Ramp 10 
Nautical Ventures ............................................................... Ramps 11, 12
Nest Yachts ................................................................................. Ramp A 
Nimbus - HMY Yacht Sales ...........................................................Ramp 4 
Nordhavn Yachts Southeast ..........................................................Ramp 8 
Northrop & Johnson .............................................................. Ramps 2, 3
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M A R K  Y O U R
C A L E N D A R S !

APRIL 25 - 27, 2025
SUNCOASTBOATSHOW.COM

OCT 29 - NOV 02, 2025
FLIBS.COM

JANUARY 15 - 18, 2026
STPETEBOATSHOW.COM

P R E S E N T E D  B Y

FEBRUARY 11 - 15, 2026
MIAMIBOATSHOW.COM

SEPTEMBER 11 - 14, 2025
NEWPORTBOATSHOW.COM

MARCH 18 - 22, 2026
PBBOATSHOW.COM
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